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City of Rio Dell Nonconforming Use Regulations 

Section 17.30.200 Rio Dell Municipal Code 
 
 
17.30.200 Nonconforming Uses. 
 
The lawful use of lands or buildings existing on the effective date of the application of these 
regulations to the subject property, although such use does not conform to the regulation 
applied to such subject property, may be continued, except as provided herein. 
 
(1) No such use or building shall be enlarged, increased or structurally altered, nor be extended 
to occupy a greater area than that existing on the effective date of the application of these 
regulations to the subject property, except as follows: 
 
(a) A nonconforming building may be enlarged, increased or structurally altered where (i) such 
building modification is required for reason of public health or safety, or (ii) where such 
modification will not increase the degree of nonconformance of the subject building with respect 
to the height and area regulations of the zone in which it is located. 
 
(2) Any use for which a use permit is required by these regulations shall be considered a 
nonconforming use until a use permit is obtained. 
 
(3) If 60 percent or more of the market value of any such land or building is destroyed, as 
determined by the building official, then the property shall become subject to the zoning 
regulations applicable to the principal zone, and any subsequent use or buildings shall be in 
accordance with such regulations, with the following exception: 
 
(a) A nonconforming owner-occupied residence that is destroyed or damaged by any 
casualty, may be restored within two (2) years after such destruction or damage but shall not 
be enlarged except as provided in Section 17.30.200(1)(a) of this Code. [Ord. 301-2013].  
 
(4) Any interruption of a nonconforming use, or the use of a nonconforming building, which 
continues for 12 months or more shall be deemed to be an abandonment of such use, and 
subsequent use of buildings shall be in accordance with the regulations applicable to the subject 
property. 

 

(5) Ordinary maintenance and repair may be made to a nonconforming structure or a 
structure in which a nonconforming use is conducted. . [Ord. 301-2013].  
 
(6) Any use coming within the provisions of RDMC 17.30.050, concerning domestic animals 
appurtenant to residential uses, shall, after the expiration of 18 months from the effective date of 
the ordinance codified in this section, conform to the provisions of RDMC 17.30.050. [Ord. 252 
§ 7.60, 2004.] 
 


