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17.30.100 Emergency Shelter/Transitional Housing Regulations 
 
1. Purpose.  It is the purpose of this section to prescribe standards and regulations for the 
establishment and ongoing operation of emergency homeless shelters/transitional housing to 
protect the public health and safety from conflicting uses and to ensure that shelters provide 
appropriate services to the homeless. 
 
2.  Permit Requirements.  The following prescribes the permit requirements for emergency 
shelter/transitional housing. 
 
(a) An emergency homeless shelter/transitional housing that meet the standards of subsection 3 
of this section is exempt from a Conditional Use Permit. A conditional use permit may be 
granted from the planning commission for deviations to the development and management 
standards. The Planning Commission must make findings for use permits pursuant to Section 
17.35.030 of the Rio Dell Municipal Code (RDMC) 
 

3.  Development Standards.   

 

(a) Prior to commencing operation, the emergency shelter/transitional housing shall comply 

with the following standards: 

 

(b) Distance Separation Requirements. No emergency shelter/transitional housing shall be 

located within three hundred (300) feet of any other emergency shelter.  

 

(c) Occupancy. An emergency shelter/transitional housing shall not exceed twenty-five 

(25) residents, excluding staff.  

 

(d) Length of Occupancy. Any single resident's stay shall not exceed six consecutive months.  

 

(e) Zone Specific Development Standards. An emergency shelter/transitional housing shall 

comply with all development standards of the zoning district in which it is located except as 

modified by these standards.  

 

(f) Parking Requirements. Every emergency shelter/transitional housing shall provide one 

parking space for every staff member or volunteer on duty and one parking space for every 

five (5) beds. The Director of Community Development may reduce the parking requirements 

if the shelter can demonstrate a lower need.  

 

(g) Intake/Waiting Area. There shall be an adequate intake and waiting area inside the 

building so that prospective and current residents are not required to wait on sidewalks or 

any other public rights of way.  

 

(h) Screening. An outside waiting and recreation area adequate in size to serve the residents 
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shall be fenced and screened from view.  

 

(i) Individual Space. Each resident shall be provided a minimum of 50 gross square feet of 

living space (per 2013 California Building Code for the dormitories function of Table 

1004.1.1), not including space within common areas. 

(j) Security. Security shall be provided on site during hours of operation.  

 

(k) Staffing. On-site management by at least one emergency shelter staff member shall be 

provided at all times while residents are present at the shelter. 

 

(l) Lighting. Shelter lighting shall be provided on all exterior walls, and shall be directed 

downward.  

 
4.  Management.  Prior to commencing operation, the emergency shelter/transitional housing 
provider must have a written management plan, approved by the community development 
director, confirming that the following items (at a minimum) are provided for: 
 
(a) Staff training; 
 
(b) Staff TB screening in compliance with Humboldt County Health Department standards; 
 
(c) Resident identification process; 
 
(d) Neighborhood outreach; 
 
(e) Policies regarding pets; 
 
(f) The timing and placement of outdoor activities; 
 
(g) Temporary storage of residents’ personal belongings; 
 
(h) Safety and security.  
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